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not averse to these phenomena, which tended to divide and weaken
the nationalist opposition to themselves.1 In Palestine the vendetta
carried on in the second phase of the Arab Rebellion, especially
in 1938, by the dominant Husaini faction against its rivals the
Nashashibis and others is an example of the same phenomenon,
normally repressed by the Mandatory- In Transjordan, Sa'udi
Arabia, and the Yemen personal autocratic government of
the traditional type still persists, and the king's ministers are
in very truth no more than the servants of their master. As
a consequence of all this the Arab League, which carne into
being in the spring of 1945 as a federation of the governments
of the Arabic-speaking states, 'to draw closer the relations
between them, to co-ordinate their political action with a
view to close collaboration, to safeguard their independence
and sovereignty . .. and to achieve a close co-operation in econo-
mic, cultural, juridical, social, and health matters,'2 can hardly be
said to have manifested a progressive social outlook. Its active
secretary-general, Abd ur-Rahman Azzam, has indeed stated that
'The Prophet was the first socialist, and it is the duty of all his
present-day followers to do all in their power to encourage the
growth of socialism'.3 But on the whole the remark of a Times
correspondent4 remains true that 'The main, if not the only, co-
hesive force within the League is an ingrained and traditional
xenophobia, directed according to circumstances against the
French, the British, or the Jews'.
The internal rifts latent within the Arab League are consistently
exaggerated by those who wish to destroy such Arab unity as
exists; but they cannot be ignored. The rivalry between King Ibn
Sa'ud on the one hand and the Hashimite rulers of Iraq and Trans-
jordan on the other was a serious obstacle to the very inception of
the League.5 King Abdullah of Transjordan has never renounced
his father's claim to be King of the Arabs. He plans to cement the
sovereignty of his Hashimite family over the whole Fertile Cres-
cent. He has intrigued with all the forces in Syria, communal, social
or personal, opposed to the existing government there, in the hope
1 The hanging in 1946 of the Alawi chief Sulaiman Murshid was due to his
intrigues with the French; and it remains to be seen whether similar strong
measures will be taken in the future against other headstrong 'barons'.
2 Edward Atiyah, in Spectator, 12 October 1945.
3 Palestine Post, 15 July 1946.
4  September, 1945.
5 J. Lugol, Le Panarabisme, 252 f.